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one of my own interns, Abby
Schanfield. Abby is an awesome young
woman. She has had numerous sur-
geries since she was 10 months old.
Thanks to the Affordable Care Act,
Abby is able to stay on her parents’ in-
surance until she is 26, and her parents
were able to pay premiums and copays
that have given her access to the
health care that she needs.

So for that and for many other rea-
sons, I urge support of the Affordable
Care Act.

——————

HONORING FIVE FORT BENNING
SOLDIERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) for 5
minutes.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I come before you today to honor five
soldiers, those attached to and those of
the 75th Ranger Battalion, Fort
Benning, Georgia.

Fort Benning is home to about 1,500
Rangers of the entire 75th Ranger Regi-
ment. They are an elite group of sol-
ider who perform specialized oper-
ations for the Army. Currently, the 3rd
Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, as
well as Rangers of the Regimental
Headquarters and the Regimental Spe-
cial Troop Battalion, are deployed. I
have a deep commitment to Fort
Benning, and once these Rangers pass
through Fort Benning, Georgia, they
become part of the State’s family.

On October 6, five of these brave
Rangers were part of a mission gone
wrong. Sergeant Patrick Hawkins, Pri-
vate 1st Class Cody Patterson, 1st
Lieutenant Jennifer Moreno, and Spe-
cial Agent Joseph Peters were Killed by
an improvised explosive device while
conducting combat operations in
Kandahar province, Afghanistan, and
Corporal Joshua Hargis was seriously
injured.

These soldiers came to Fort Benning
from across the Nation. They are sons
and daughters and parents, spouses,
loved by many. Their loss is felt across
our Nation, and we thank them for
paying the ultimate sacrifice.

As we mourn the loss of these four
soldiers, I also want to give thanks for
the life of Corporal Joshua Hargis. Cor-
poral Hargis was injured on the same
mission on October 6 and is pictured
here beside me. This photo has been
nicknamed ‘‘the salute seen around the
world” because it shows the strong
character of an American soldier.

After hours of surgery, Corporal
Hargis’ commander held a small cere-
mony in the hospital room to honor
Corporal Hargis with the Purple Heart
award. They thought he was uncon-
scious. Doctors, nurses, and fellow
Rangers crowded into the room to
watch him receive his award. Despite
his injuries, tubes, and intense pain,
Corporal Hargis still saluted his com-
mander when his Purple Heart was
pinned on his hospital blanket. This
act of determination despite pain em-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

bodies all that is a Ranger. This is the
heart of a warrior. This is America. We
need not apologize to anyone for our
strength and our greatness.

I want to thank these five brave
Rangers, Sergeant Patrick Hawkins,
Private 1st Class Cody Patterson, 1st
Lieutenant Jennifer Moreno, Special
Agent Joseph Peters, and Corporal
Joshua Hargis, for their service and
their sacrifice. Joan and I send our
prayers to their families and to their
friends.

God bless America, and God bless our
troops.

———

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
CANCELATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. CAPPS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
speak about the Affordable Care Act.
The Affordable Care Act is working for
many of my constituents on the cen-
tral coast of California, like Danna in
San Luis Obispo County, who tells me
she will be saving 40 percent on her
family’s premiums. It is working for
the Pacelas in Solvang, who tell me
they now have better coverage while
saving $8,000 a year on their premiums.
It is working for the thousands of fami-
lies whose young adult children can
continue on their parents’ plans, and
for everyone who has a preexisting con-
dition who now cannot be turned down
for coverage.

I know that this is not the case for
all central coast residents, especially
those who may have received
cancelation notices this year, either
because their insurer is only selling in
the exchanges, or because the insur-
ance companies have stopped offering
plans in our area all together.
Cancelation of these plans has caused
real pain and confusion for our con-
stituents in California who are faced
with Covered California marketplace
options that have different provider
networks or different premium costs.

After hearing numerous stories from
the families I represent, it is clear we
must address this problem with the im-
plementation of the Affordable Care
Act so we can protect all California
families and businesses. The President
has offered an administrative fix to
this issue to allow insurance companies
to offer plans to those already enrolled
for the next year, but States will be
the final decisionmakers.

That is why I led a letter, with Con-
gresswoman ZOE LOFGREN and 22 of our
California colleagues, to Covered Cali-
fornia’s leadership asking them to im-
plement this administrative fix with-
out delay.

Covered California has led the way in
bringing new, quality health care op-
portunities to millions of Californians.
The Web site is working, and enroll-
ment is steadily increasing. But with
over 1 million Californians receiving
cancelation notices of their current
plans, we must and we will do more to
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ensure that no one is left without the
opportunity for affordable coverage.
These families were told that if they
liked their plan they can keep it, and
that is a promise we must keep for
them.

———

AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE RIGHT
TO KNOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Obama purports to protect and de-
fend the idea of open government, but
his staff seems to have missed the
memo. You see, just 5 months ago, I
asked Treasury Secretary Jack Lew
about his personal knowledge of the
IRS’ reprehensible practice of tar-
geting innocent Americans. I inquired
of him three basic things, one of which
was what was the Secretary’s knowl-
edge and what was his involvement
with any of the various meetings with
then-IRS Commissioner Doug Shulman
and the White House. You see, back
then a year ago, Jack Lew served as
the chief of staff to the President while
some of the most egregious, reprehen-
sible behavior ever displayed by the
IRS took place while Doug Shulman
was the IRS Commissioner and while
Doug Shulman reportedly attended
meetings at the White House at various
times. Unfortunately, rather than an-
swer some of these basic and simple
questions and putting to bed any and
all appearance of impropriety by Jack
Lew, Secretary Lew continues to ig-
nore all of my questions.

The American people have the right
to know. The American people have the
right to know exactly what Secretary
Lew knew and what he did. So I rise
today to ask the American people to
join with me and demand openness
from this government, from this Presi-
dent, and from Secretary Jack Lew.

Secretary Lew, it is time to answer
the questions of the American public.

———

MESSAGES AND MISSIONS YET
UNDONE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to speak of messages and
missions yet undone. This Congress,
both House and Senate, was sent here
on behalf of the American people to en-
sure that their voices and their needs
are adhered to. They are not interested
in the clanging of voices; they are in-
terested in the rolling up of sleeves and
making sure our government works. So
I stand here in reflection of a very suc-
cessful enrollment day in Houston,
Texas, last Saturday, where people
came and stood in line to be able to
seek information and, yes, enroll be-
cause they have faith in this Nation.

As the Affordable Care Act goes
along and fixes broken promises and
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